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With the purchase of the 135-acre Benjamin Farm property on December 12, 2014, we began a new chapter on the land. One of the  
last, large open spaces in the Pleasant Hill area is now conserved forever.  It’s been a busy year of projects on the land and with the 
community.

• In January, we hosted a Capital
 Campaign celebration for   
 supporters at Camp Ketcha. Despite  
 frigid temperatures, over 100 people   
 turned out.

• In February and March, over 70   
 people participated in two 
 Community Conservations facilitated   
 by Susan DeGrandpre and held at   
 Wentworth School. Participants shared   
 their thoughts on a variety of land uses.   
 There was strong support for keeping the  
 property as open and natural as possible,  
 with trails, protections for wildlife, and   
 compatible recreational uses so all  
 visitors can enjoy the property.

 • We created a short, Temporary Trail   
 from the turnout at Pleasant Hill Road to  
 the metal barn which provides sweeping  
 views of the interior of the property.  
 Thanks to neighbor Paul Wagner for  
 keeping this mowed. 

• In May, we removed the remains of the  
 old farmhouse, which was beyond  
 repair. 

•	 In	May,	we	hosted	our	first	event	on	the	 
 property, an early evening Bird Walk led  
 by birding expert Eddie Woodin. Over 20  
 people attended, and over 20 bird  
	 species	were	identified.

• In June, the Neighborhood Stewardship  
 Group	held	its		first	work	party,	removing  
 debris from the old farmhouse site.

• In July and August, board members  
 Jeremy Wintersteen and Paul Austin   
 hosted two guided walks on the  
 Temporary Trail which attracted over  
 50 people.  

(continued on page 3)

A New Chapter on the Land
Pleasant Hill Preserve



New Stewardship Coordinator
In late March, we welcomed Theresa Galvin of Cape Elizabeth as our part-time  
Stewardship Coordinator (15 hours/week). With a strong background in natural  
resources	and	volunteer	management,	Theresa	is	a	terrific	fit	for	this	needed	new	 
position at SLT. She is working with volunteers, contractors, and community partners 
to manage SLT’s growing number of conserved lands, creating public access, protecting 
wildlife habitat, and preserving open space. Her primary focus this year is Pleasant Hill 
Preserve.

Theresa also works part-time as project manager with the York County Soil & Water  
Conservation	District.	Previously,	she	worked	with	an	environmental	consulting	firm	in	Portland,	and	for	Save	the	Bay	in	San	
Francisco. She holds a B.S. in Environmental Sciences from Queens College at CUNY.  Our thanks to the Horizon Foundation 
and the Morton-Kelly Charitable Trust for providing start-up funding for this new position and for our work to engage 
neighbors in the care of conserved lands.  
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Letter from the Land Trust
ONWARD! 

This year marked the beginning of an exciting new chapter 
for Scarborough Land Trust in more ways than one.  With a 
big increase in the acreage of our conserved lands, we needed 
to increase our stewardship capacity, and build community 
support to sustain the work of our growing land trust.

With the purchase of the Benjamin Farm property, now 
named Pleasant Hill Preserve, and our partnership in the 
conservation of Comstock Farm, SLT has now conserved 
over 1,400 acres, up from 1,000 acres just three years ago.  

In March, we hired our new Stewardship Coordinator, 
Theresa Galvin.  The timing couldn’t be more perfect. 
Theresa is working with our active Stewardship Committee, 
lining up contractors and volunteer work parties to get a lot 
done at Pleasant Hill Preserve, Fuller Farm and Libby River 
Farm.  Seth Hanson is succeeding Diane Neal as Stewardship 
Committee Chair, both outstanding volunteer leaders.

The Executive Director position is now full-time, and our 
part-time Data Base Manager Sandi Dargi is taking on 
bookkeeping responsibilities.  For several years, our Board 
Treasurer Patrick O’Reilly, a principal at Macpage, has 
had a second, unpaid job managing all of SLT’s books.  We 
thank him for the incredible work he’s done to get us this far.

Sustaining our expanded work over the long haul was also 
a big focus this year.  We launched the Nonesuch Circle, 
a major gift program to help increase annual support.  We 
also reached out to new friends with guided walks and 
bus tours to share Scarborough’s natural heritage, on our 
properties and beyond.  

Strengthening our stewardship, building our base of 
support – these 2015 priorities are positioning the land 
trust to tackle future conservation projects.  Acquisition 
remains a top priority, as Scarborough has a very large 
land base.

We were thrilled that more than 80 people turned out for 
the Property Dedication and Community Celebration at 
Pleasant Hill Preserve in September.  It was a great day 
for Scarborough.

Thank you for joining us in this vital work.

Paul Austin  
President

Kathy Mills
Executive Director
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Pleasant Hill Preserve  continued from page one

Another Farm Conserved
The 99-acre Comstock Farm on Berry Road, off Beech Ridge Road, has been 
permanently conserved by Maine Farmland Trust (MFT). SLT was pleased 
to be a supporting partner in the project. With support from the Town Land 
Bond Fund, MFT purchased a conservation easement on the property, which 
is owned by Carleton and Ann Comstock. Their son Chris plans to raise beef 
cattle there. 

SLT holds a trail easement and will create a public trail on the property in 
the future. Our thanks to the Comstock family, Maine Farmland Trust, and 
the Town of Scarborough for their partnership in conserving another active 
farm  and open landscape in Scarborough. 

• Over the summer, FB
 Environmental began a Natural  
 Resource Inventory of the  
 property, identifying wetlands,   
 plants, animals, trees and invasives  
 on the property. Results from their  
 report  will help us plan the best 
 locations  for trails. Above is a stand  
 of old growth red oak found on   
 Beech Hill, located on the east end of  
 the property.

• On September 26, over 80 people   
 attended the Property Dedication   
 and Community Celebration,  
	 where		we	officially	named	the	 
 property Pleasant Hill Preserve. 

 We installed a new wooden kiosk  
 that features a Farm Heritage 
 Display of the four farm families  
 who share history on the property  
 – Robinsons, Johnsons, Coulthards  
 and Benjamins – and a 
 Banner of Thanks with a list  
 over 400 donors who helped  
 save this land. 

 Using a large stone from the  
 property, we installed a  
 bronze plaque to pay
 permanent tribute to  
 Mr. Benjamin, whose dream  
 it was to conserve this land. 

 A guided walk and treasure hunt for  
 kids topped off this festive event. Our  
 thanks to Dick Fowler for donating  
 bush-hogging, mulch, and pumpkin  
 prizes.

• In October, the Neighborhood 
 Stewardship Group had a second   
 work party to start removing the 
 wooden posts, wire fencing and  
 considerable debris on the property. 

Later this fall, we hope to create a small parking area. Over the winter, we will be discussing plans for invasives management 
and permanent trails. The conservation of this land has been a true community effort, and we are eager to involve the  
community in the ongoing care of Pleasant Hill Preserve. Contact SLT to sign up for the  Neighborhood Stewardship Group if 
you’d like to help at future work parties.



Broadturn Farm has had another active and productive  season. 
The	vegetable	and	flower	CSAs	wrapped	up	in		October,	and	sales	
of storage crops will continue for a little longer. Farm Camp,  
weddings,	flower	design	services,		wholesale	food	production,	and	
other activities also took place at the farm this year.

As farmers John Bliss and Stacy Brenner work to close  things up 
for the winter, we’re working on several building improvement 
projects. The farmhouse’s mudroom and  entranceway area have 
been redesigned and improved, and we are weatherizing and 
converting	the	attic	into	office	space.	Local	timber	framers	Robbie	
Alden and Jon Courtney are undertaking these projects which will 
greatly improve the main farmstead building. We also plan to  
reshingle the English Barn roof in 2016.

These improvements and other repairs are made possible  by  
supporters of the farm. We work every year to replenish and add to 
the Broadturn Farm Fund, which supports  maintenance needs of 
the property.

Our Annual Fresh from the Farm Dinner is part of this effort 
and is our biggest event of the year. Our September dinner was a 
big success with a sold-out crowd of 200 people. Many thanks go 
to Dawn Piccolo, Stacy Brenner, John Bliss, Leslie Oster, Diane 
Neal and Norman Levesque for all their incredible efforts. An 
army of volunteers helps to pull this together and many businesses 
donate food or funds enabling us to host a top notch dinner. If you 
were in attendance, we hope you enjoyed the dinner! Many thanks 
also go to Eddie Woodin for his continued generous support of 
the Dinner and Broadturn Farm.

We are in the process of crafting a new Forest Management Plan 
for the property with the help of Jeff Williams of Maine Forest  
Management. John Bliss will be traveling to Ethiopia this winter 
with Catholic Relief Charities and USAID to advise on farming and 
small-scale irrigation techniques. We are proud that John was  
accepted into this program and that his Broadturn Farm  
expertise will be put to use in other parts of the world.

We’re lucky to have Broadturn Farm and its conserved 434 acres in 
Scarborough. Many thanks to all.
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Work started in early May with our 2nd Annual Spring Clean-up. 
The Camp Ketcha access trail to Libby River Farm now has a nice 
base	of	wood	chips,	trail	boundary	logs,	and	terrific	trail	signs	

made by the Piper Shores Woodshop. Ron Forest Fence Co.  
donated a great split rail fence to help with a property boundary. 
Soon, stone steps will be added to ease a steep incline on that trail, 
and the parking area will be improved.  

 

At Fuller Farm, a second bench built and donated by Royce 
O’Donal was installed, the parking area was regraded, repairs to 
the large wooden sign were made by Judy Hanson, and three bog 
bridges were rebuilt in late October.  More work on bog bridges 
will be done next year.

 

 We also mowed temporary trails at our two most recently acquired 
properties – Pleasant Hill Preserve and Warren Woods – for 
easier public access.

In	October,	volunteers	from	IDEXX	helped	with	final	tasks	for	the	
New England Cottontail project at Libby River Farm.  We are also 
updating the Forest Management Plan at Broadturn Farm.

After serving almost 3 years as our energetic and dedicated  
Stewardship Committee Chair, Diane Neal is stepping down but 
not out. She has generously agreed to stay on as an active member 
of the committee and serve as mentor to our new Stewardship  
Committee Chair Seth Hanson as he transitions into his new role. 
Thank you Diane and Seth!

In addition to work at Pleasant Hill Preserve, we have made a number of improvements to our properties and trails thanks to 
the leadership of Stewardship Committee Chair Diane Neal, her successor Seth Hanson, and the hard work of our all-volunteer 
Stewardship Committee, with the guidance of Stewardship Coordinator Theresa Galvin.

Stewardship at Work
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Volunteer Spotlight: Dawn Piccolo
Dynamite Dinner Dawn. Energizer. Indefatigable. Never forgets –  
anything. Organizer extraordinaire. These are just some of the  
qualities that distinguish Dawn Piccolo who chaired our Fresh from 
the Farm Dinner at Broadturn Farm in 2014 and 2015, and has just 
signed on for 2016. A retired senior executive at Fidelity Investments, 
she and her husband Gary Levesque split their time between Old  
Orchard Beach (just over the Scarborough line) and Winchester, 
Massachusetts. Always eager explorers, they found Broadturn Farm, 
where they became CSA members, and soon connected with the land 
trust. Recently retired, Dawn was ready to sink her teeth into a fun 
project. When Kathy Mills learned she grew up in a restaurant &  

catering family, the choice was clear. Dawn has helped build the dinner into the foodie 
event in Scarborough, and has reached out to new business sponsors.

“I love playing a hands-on role in maintaining the magical Broadturn Farm,” said Dawn. 
“SLT has a great staff and volunteer team, and I really enjoy working with Scarborough’s 
business community. Juggling multiple tasks and logistics is my kind of heaven, and the 
dinner is a gem of an event.”

In addition to the dinner, Dawn has been a stewardship volunteer, and serves on the  
Development & Communications Committee. She is quick to note that Gary is her partner 
in	crime	in	all	she	does.	SLT	is	lucky	to	benefit	from	the	generosity	and	expertise	of	a	 
dynamic duo who have a passion for Maine and the land. Thank you Dawn and Gary!

Watch for our
Fall Appeal

Watch for our Fall Appeal in 
your mailbox in November.  

SLT is growing, and your 
generous gift will help sustain
our work to conserve land, and

to care for it in perpetuity.
 Thank you!  

Follow us
on Facebook

Visit our website to sign up for 
our periodic eNews.


