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Volunteer Spotlight – Seth Hanson
SLT has been fortunate to have strong volunteer leadership on our 
Stewardship Committee, and nowhere is that more evident than in 
Seth Hanson. Just as we completed the purchase of Pleasant Hill  
Preserve in 2014, Seth succeeded Diane Neal as Committee Chair. 
His energy, skills, contacts and can-do spirit are great assets. He has 
secured many donations and discounts of lumber, woodchips, hauling 
services, equipment and training. Under Seth’s leadership, the Stew-
ardship Committee now has volunteer Lead Stewards at all six of its 
public properties.

Seth lives in the Pleasant Hill neighborhood, and has been a fixture at the Preserve on Monday eve-
nings and many weekends, working with Toby Jacobs, Park Espenschade and other volunteers. He 
is leading work on the many bog bridges that need repair at Fuller Farm. And his wife, Judy, helped 
repair the old Fuller Farm sign.

“It’s fascinating to watch how the SLT properties show their needs for our stewardship. The fun 
part is how we resolve these issues as a Committee in our meetings or hands-on in the field. It’s 
a great joy to hear the positive response from the people who visit our properties, as well as the 
general community interest and desire to help.” 

Seth is the business development manager at mWAVE Industries, responsible for sales, marketing 
and development of antenna product lines. An avid outdoorsman, he enjoys cycling, sea kayaking, 
hiking, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. He also finds time to squeeze in a little photography 
and woodworking. His passion for the environment and his superb organizational skills bring great 
benefit to SLT. We are fortunate to have him leading our stewardship efforts. Thank you, Seth!

Watch for our
Fall Appeal

Watch for our Fall Appeal in
your mailbox in November.

Your generous gift helps
conserve and care for  
precious Scarborough  

land--forever.
Thank you!

Follow us
on Facebook

Visit our website to sign up for 
our periodic eNews.

Stewardship has been the watch word at SLT this year. Thanks 
to our committed, all-volunteer Stewardship Committee, 
other energetic community volunteers, and our new Stew-
ardship Coordinator Toby Jacobs, we have made a number of 
improvements to our properties, but especially at Pleasant 
Hill Preserve (PHP). 

Pleasant Hill Preserve 
Hands-on work at PHP began in earnest at our annual Spring 
Clean-Up in May. Despite gray, drizzly weather, over 25 volun-
teers showed up with gloves, loppers and chain saws to help 
cut back invasive plants and remove debris.  In June, we  
extended the Temporary Trail beyond the metal barn up 
into Beach Hill woods and out into an open field with great 
views of the property.  Go Green applied an organic tick  
treatment – safe for humans, pets and wildlife - to the main 
trail during the summer. 

A new 13-space, gravel parking area, designed by VHB of 
South Portland and constructed by L.P. Murray & Sons of Cape 
Elizabeth, was completed in early July. It is located down from 
the road to minimize the impact on neighbors. 

Neighborhood work parties continued on Monday evenings 
throughout the Summer, and have moved to Sunday mornings 
in the Fall.  We’ve also had help from companies like IDEXX 
and Fluid Imaging, with employee work groups during the 
week. Coordinated by PHP Lead Steward Park Espenschade 
and Stewardship Coordinor Toby Jacobs, much has been 
accomplished. Invasives like autumn olive, multi-flora rose, 
honeysuckle and purple loosestrife are being removed, piled 
into mountains of brush and hauled away. Thousands of old 
boards stored behind the metal barn were picked up, piled 
into trucks and taken to the recycling center, as were many 
large pieces of debris, such as sheet metal, concrete blocks 
and telephone poles.  There’s lots more to do, but we’ve made 
a great start.  

Later this Fall, Jed Talbot of OBP Trailworks will begin  
construction of an ADA handicapped-accessible trail, with 
plans to complete it by December. We have also contracted 
with Terrence Dewan & Associates of Yarmouth to design the 
entire permanent trail system for the property, which we will 
begin constructing next Spring with volunteer help.

Stewardship for Land and People

(continued on page 3)

 
U.S. Postage 

P  A  I  D 
Portland, ME 
Permit #469 

6



New Stewardship Coordinator
In early June, we welcomed Toby Jacobs as our new part-time Stewardship Coordinator. 
Toby brings to the position a strong background in biology, conservation, natural resource 
management, and volunteer recruitment as well as excellent GIS mapping skills. He has a 
B.S. in biology from James Madison University and an M.S. in conservation biology from 
Antioch University. 

A resident of Freeport, Toby serves on the board of Freeport Conservation Trust. He has 
done land stewardship work in Freeport, Brunswick, Topsham and Harpswell. Some of his 
past professional work includes monitoring water quality and pollution sources for the 

Maine Department of Marine Resources, restoring mangroves in Honduras, trail building and biomonitoring in Costa Rica, and 
surveying trees in the City of Portland. Toby is splitting his time between SLT and Presumpscot Regional Land Trust, where he 
also holds a part-time stewardship and outreach position. Welcome, Toby!
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Letter from the Land Trust
Connecting to the Land 

This year, our focus is on stewardship as we work to create trails on 
our new properties, and connect more people to the land. The support 
of friends like you helps us create trails for the community, and 
maintain wildlife habitat on these very special Scarborough lands.

Kathy Mills, Executive DirectorRick Shinay, President

In June we hired a new Stewardship Coordinator, and increased this position to 20 hours per week to help meet growing 
needs. Toby Jacobs is a great addition to our staff. He’s been spending most of his time at Pleasant Hill Preserve (PHP), 
organizing community and corporate volunteers to remove extensive debris and invasive plants on the property.

As this newsletter goes to press, we will be starting 
the construction of the ADA trail at PHP, to provide 
handicapped access at this exciting new property. We’re 
also creating a master plan for the entire trail system, 
which Toby and volunteers will begin to build in the 
Spring.  If you have been waiting to be part of the trail-
building chapter at PHP, keep an eye out for volunteer 
work parties in 2017.

We had a record Spring Clean-up this year, with over 50 
volunteers at five properties on the first Saturday in May. 
The parking area at Fuller Farm has been packed with 
visitors on most sunny weekends, and we’re also seeing more 
people at Libby River Farm and Pleasant Hill Preserve.

Our nature walks throughout the year are also good 
ways to connect with the land. This year, we held a 
Moonlight Winter Walk in February at PHP; a Spring 
Rush adventure in April to see rushing streams and 
waterfalls at Fuller Farm, Sewell Woods and Lary Falls; a 
Fern Walk in July at Libby River Farm; a Tree and Farm 
Walk in August at PHP; and a Family Discovery Walk in 

October at Fuller Farm. We hosted a nature walk and bus 
tours for Piper Shores residents to learn more about their 
backyard, and beyond.

Thanks to a terrific new schematic map created by our 
Administrative Coordinator Sandi Dargi, you can now find 
our public trails more easily in town. Over the Winter, 
we’ll be creating a needed new website to make it even 
easier to connect to SLT lands, news and events.

Land stewardship and public programs at SLT are team 
efforts, and would not be possible without dedicated 
volunteers and in-kind donors. Volunteers power our 
Stewardship Committee, our work parties, and lead our 
nature walks. Local companies and neighbors provide 
donated or discounted wood chips, lumber, fencing, 
tractors, mowing and hauling services, among others.

It takes generous financial support, in-kind donations 
and volunteers to make Scarborough land conservation 
happen. Thank you for being part of this growing 
conservation community.

The year 2016 marks 10 years for farmers John Bliss and  
Stacy Brenner at Broadturn Farm. It was also an exceptionally 
dry year when their large irrigation equipment proved indis-
pensable. As farmer John said, “It’s what saved us this year.”

John and Stacy had another busy and successful year of growing 
organic vegetables and field-grown flowers, and hosting wed-
dings, farm camp, pre-school and afterschool programs. Their 
seasonal crew is now around 20 people, and they continue to 
collaborate on community events, on and off the farm. In March, 
they were featured speakers at SLT’s Annual Meeting, sharing 
their experiences with agriculture in other countries.

While John and Stacy are tending their farm business, SLT is 
busy planning and carrying out needed renovation projects 
at the farm, led by the Broadturn Farm Committee. Timber 
framers Robbie Alden and Jon Courtney finished re-shingling 
the roof on the Ell, and re-sided the East and West ends of the 
Long Barn. They also installed a new metal roof on the English 
Barn, where farm camp is based. Next year, we hope to complete 

the North end of the 
Long Barn, and paint 
the Flower Barn and 
farmhouse.

Proceeds from SLT’s annual Fresh from the Farm dinner help 
fund these renovation projects. This year, the dinner sold out in 
just a few hours! An amazing collaboration of farmers, caterers, 
food vendors, volunteers and business sponsors has created a 
stellar community event at the farm that is a highlight of the year.

Long-time Broadturn Farm Committee co-chairs Jeremy  
Wintersteen and Paul Austin were recognized at the dinner for 
their outstanding work over many years. Board member and 
Dinner Chair Dawn Piccolo has generously agreed to chair this 
Committee going forward.

Broadturn Farm continues to receive media attention, with 
pieces forthcoming in Coastal Homes and Country Gardens 
magazines. Watch for them on newsstands!

Broadturn Broadside

Wildlife Biologist Mike Windsor
leading our Fabulous Fern Walk at LRF

Our Trees & Farms Walk at PHP, led by 
Portland City Arborist Jeff Tarling

The Reception at the 5th Annual Fresh 
from the Farm Dinner at Broadturn Farm

Over 200 guests enjoyed a delicious 
meal at the 2016 Dinner
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Ann Hancock clearing brush Park Espenschade back for another load

Hauling away piles of barn boards

New Stone Steps at LRF Building Bog Bridges at FFSprucing up Trails at WW Eagle Scout Bench Project at FF

Fluid Imaging volunteers at PHP

Special Thanks!
These local businesses have generously
provided donated or discounted services
for stewardship work at our properties:

Ace Hardware
Bartlett Tree Experts
Coast 2 Coast Telecom
Community Recycling Center
Deering Lumber
The Grounds Crew
Hillside Lumber
Junk Monkey Junk Removal
Lucas Tree Experts
Pleasant Hill Gardens
Ron Forest & Sons Fence Co.
Scarborough Dept. of Public Works
STIHL, Inc.

Other Properties
Our Libby River Farm (LRF) property off Black Point Road now has a new set of beautiful stone steps, an improved parking 
area, and wood-chip enhanced trails. Eagle Scout Jacob Murphy created new benches and new “You are Here” wayfinding signs 
for Fuller Farm (FF) on Broadturn Road, which has our largest trail network.  Our hardworking Stewardship Committee also 
installed and repaired several bog bridges on the property. At Warren Woods (WW) on Payne Road, we are in the process of 
mowing trails, repairing culverts, and a creating a parking area.

Once SLT purchases a property to conserve, our work has just begun – we must take care of it, forever.  Energetic volunteers 
and generous companies help make it possible for us to create and maintain trails so that all ages can enjoy our properties in 
all seasons.  We celebrate all who help steward SLT lands to benefit the community.  
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Scarborough’s Oldest Farm Conserved
The Waterhouse Farm on Beech Ridge Road, established 
before Scarborough became a town in 1658, has been 
in the same family for over 350 years. Now, thanks to a 
partnership between Maine Farmland Trust (MFT) and 
Scarborough Land Trust (SLT), this 100-acre working farm 
will be permanently conserved. The sale of an agriculture 
easement to MFT by owner Dick Waterhouse at the end of 
August ensures the property will remain farmland, forever.

Dick raises horses, beef cattle, hogs, sheep, turkeys and 
chickens, and grows hay. He has also done landscaping 
work at Prouts Neck for many years and helps maintain 
the Cliff Walk and manage invasive plants there. 

“Congratulations go out to Dick Waterhouse and Maine  
Farmland Trust for all their efforts,” said Jeremy Winter-
steen, SLT board member and Acquisition Committee Chair. 
“This is the fourth farm that MFT has helped to conserve in 

Scarborough and we are grateful for their expertise and interest in this region.” 

The three other farms conserved by MFT and SLT include Comstock Farm, a 99-acre  
working farm also off Beech Ridge Road; Frith Farm, a 20-acre working farm off Ash 
Swamp Road; and the 280-acre Deering Farm, off County Road.  SLT has trail easements  

at Frith and Comstock farms. Scarborough has a rich farming heritage, and not many farms are left. We look forward to working 
with MFT and other farmers to protect more farmland in Scarborough.

Tribute to Judge George Sprague
We lost a dear friend and true champion of a land conservation when George Sprague passed away this 
summer. George and his wife Lee have been long-time friends of Scarborough Land Trust. They were generous 
supporters of our purchase of the Libby River Farm property off Black Point Road. The Lucy R. Sprague  
Memorial Trail there is named for their late daughter. They also helped support the purchase and conservation 
of Broadturn Farm, Warren Woods and Pleasant Hill Preserve. Years ago, they established the Charisma Land 
Acquisition Fund at SLT to help strengthen our ability to respond to land conservation opportunities. 

In Massachusetts, George served with distinction as a judge, a member of the legislature, and Director of Conservation Services in the 
Natural Resources Department. He authored the state’s 1969 Wetland Conservation Act, the first of its kind in the country.

Judge Sprague lived in Boston and Prouts Neck, and recently also in Florida. He leaves his wife Lee, son Zander, and daughter Cynthia. 

Scarborough Land Trust was deeply honored to be designated a recipient of gifts in memory of George. Scarborough is a better place 
for all that he and Lee have done for land conservation.

John Bliss & Stacy Brenner,
2016 Annual Meeting speakers

The “Mystery” stop on our
Spring Rush Tour in April

Spring Clean-up at Pleasant
Hill Preserve in early May

Nature Walk at Piper Shores, led
by Ailene Crawford & Ann Hancock
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New Stewardship Coordinator
In early June, we welcomed Toby Jacobs as our new part-time Stewardship Coordinator. 
Toby brings to the position a strong background in biology, conservation, natural resource 
management, and volunteer recruitment as well as excellent GIS mapping skills. He has a 
B.S. in biology from James Madison University and an M.S. in conservation biology from 
Antioch University. 

A resident of Freeport, Toby serves on the board of Freeport Conservation Trust. He has 
done land stewardship work in Freeport, Brunswick, Topsham and Harpswell. Some of his 
past professional work includes monitoring water quality and pollution sources for the 

Maine Department of Marine Resources, restoring mangroves in Honduras, trail building and biomonitoring in Costa Rica, and 
surveying trees in the City of Portland. Toby is splitting his time between SLT and Presumpscot Regional Land Trust, where he 
also holds a part-time stewardship and outreach position. Welcome, Toby!
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