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Welcome to our First Spring Edition of Tracts & Trails!
With so much exciting work under way on our preserves
and in the community, we couldn’t wait for our usual
Fall newsletter to fill you in. We hope you enjoy this
preview of what’s in the works! If any of this is of
particular interest to you, consider getting involved!
Contact the office and we’ll gladly see if we can find a way
for you to help.

New Conservation – We have a plan to conserve 1,600
additional acres in Scarborough by 2018 – doubling what
we’ve achieved so far! We’re getting started by working
on our first conservation projects in Pine Point. There are
two adjacent properties next to Scarborough Marsh that
we are currently negotiating for, and we look forward to
giving you much more information in the near future.
Caring for the Land – We have a lot of work planned
on various properties to enhance public access while
protecting our treasured natural resources. Our new

Stewardship Coordinator Celia Demers is developing
a plan to bring our trails up to standards to handle the
pressure of all the eager hikers who are out enjoying the
land. In addition to trail improvements everywhere, we’re
planning to add trails at Warren Woods, Broadturn Farm
and Pleasant Hill Preserve. This will get us well on our
way toward a goal of increasing our trails from 7 miles to
15 miles by 2023.

Community Outreach/Education – It has always
been a goal at SLT to reach deeper into the community by
making sure every Scarborough student is exposed to the
natural world every year. A new committee, composed
of SLT board members, an educator, and community
members, has formed to explore ways to begin using
SLT properties and trails as outdoor classrooms, and to
establish land trust/school education programs.

Conserving land for people, for wildlife - forever

(continued on page 3)
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Message from the
Executive Director by Rich Bard
Early summer is upon us and,
like many years, it feels as
though Spring has barely arrived.
Temperatures in the high 80s
before the trees even have
their leaves makes me wonder
if we need to redefine what
Spring even means! For me the
arrival of warmer weather is so
welcome this year. I moved to the
Scarborough area in November,
and although I’ve been out
exploring all winter, I’ve been anxious to get out and see
our preserves in their full summer glory.

The entire SLT team has been preparing for the summer
season, beginning with our Annual Spring Clean-up
on May 5. We had about 35 community members come
out to help prepare the trails for the summer hiking
season. They moved wood chips, picked up roadside
litter and debris, lopped branches, worked on invasive
species, and generally spruced up the trails so they look
their best.
Also, our Stewardship Committee, composed of a
group of particularly driven volunteers, has shifted
from the winter pattern of inside business-type

monthly meetings to out in the field, get your hands
dirty work parties. With the help of our first-ever, fulltime Stewardship Coordinator Celia Demers (see
article below), we’ll tackle those muddy spots, get clear
signs out on the trails, and make sure we are caring for
the land that is entrusted to us.

It is caring for the land (what we call stewardship)
that is at the heart of what SLT does. When we protect
a piece of land, it almost always means we will own
it forever. Our goal is to pass it on to future
generations in a healthy and natural state. If
this goal is important to you, consider getting
involved with the work we do. We’re always looking
for volunteers to work out on the properties, or with
other, behind the scenes skills. Get in touch and let’s see
if there is a way for you to pitch in!

This is our
Spring Appeal

For the past several years,
SLT has sent out a Spring
fundraising letter. This year
we are trying something
new with this, our inaugural
Spring newsletter. We are grateful for donations at any
time of the year. You can support us by enclosing a check
in the provided envelope, or by making a secure donation
online at www.scarboroughlandtrust.org.

Thank you!

Meet our New Stewardship Coordinator Celia Demers
We welcomed Celia Demers as our first-ever,
full-time Stewardship Coordinator in late
April. Celia brings a strong background in land
conservation and volunteer management to this
newly expanded position. Over her 13-year career
in conservation, she has trained and supervised
trail crews on a multitude of conservation and
trail construction projects that span the U.S.,
including the Appalachian Trail, Acadia Nat’l
Park, Everglades N.P, Grand Canyon N.P., Golden Gate Nat’l
Recreation Area and Saguaro N.P, among others. She holds a
B.A. in History from Westfield (MA) State College.
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She is particularly interested in developing
leadership skills in youth and young adults
through land stewardship. “This position is
a great opportunity for me to develop and
support service learning programming that
allows people to become leaders and mentors
in their communities through volunteerism and
stewardship,” said Demers.

Over the coming weeks and months, Celia
will be collaborating with volunteers, contractors, and
community partners to manage SLT’s growing number
of conserved lands, create and maintain trails, protect
wildlife habitat, and develop new education programs.

www.scarboroughlandtrust.org
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Financial Stability – Later this year, we’ll announce
the details of SLT’s newly established endowment fund.
Our plan is to build the fund over the next 3 to 5 years to
help provide for the long-term needs of the land trust.

Meeting the Highest Standards – SLT has taken
the first steps on a years-long path toward achieving
national accreditation from the Land Trust Accreditation
Commission. Accreditation provides independent
verification for the public, landowners and donors that
we operate as an ethical, transparent, and efficient
conservation organization.

Tribute to
Mert Henry
SLT lost a great friend with
the passing of Mert Henry
on April 6. Mert was a
champion of SLT and played
an active role in our growth
and development. He was
the senior trustee at MortonKelly Charitable Trust, which
helped support a new roof
for the Long Barn at Broadturn Farm, the creation
of the Stewardship Coordinator position, and the
handicapped–accessible trail at Pleasant Hill Preserve.

Upcoming Walk
and a Moon Rise!
June 9th, 10:00 a.m. –
Warren Woods Wildflower
Walk – The wildflowers in
the fields and along the trails
at Warren Woods need to
be seen at this time of year!
Experienced Wildflower
gurus Becky Seel and Kelsey
Kaufman will guide us along
the trails, naming the more obvious flowers and
pointing out some interesting harder to find species.

July 27th, 7:15 p.m. – Pleasant Hill Preserve
Moon Rise – The field at Pleasant Hill Preserve is the
perfect place to join with others to celebrate the rising
full moon. We will walk the 0.25 mile universal access
Eleanor’s Trail to the end. There we’ll have a great
view of the setting sun and the rising moon as we
observe night gathering across the field and into the
forest. The colony of barn swallows nesting in the
barn nearby will most likely be swooping and soaring
over our heads before settling into their nests for
the night.

He was a founder and resident of Piper Shores, and
co-hosted with Pat Rice a reception there for our
Pleasant Hill Preserve capital campaign, an event
which fostered new SLT friendships. Mert held many
leadership positions in Maine during his 92 years,
including at Bowdoin College, Maine Medical Center,
the Margaret Chase Smith Policy Center, Portland
Museum of Art, and Scarborough Public Library,
among others. He was a founding partner of the
Portland law firm, Jensen, Baird, Gardner and Henry,
and was a wise and trusted advisor. SLT was honored
to count him as a friend.

www.scarboroughlandtrust.org
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Business Support Spotlight

d services
following
SLT is very grateful for the discounted products and services provided by the
followingMacpage
businesses: LLC

My Ace
3 Sisters
Italian CookiesMacpage LLC
Hardware
Prout's
AlphaRealty
Management
My 3 Sisters Italian Cookies
Without
a Trace
Broadturn
Farm, Inc.
Prout’s Realty
The Cheese Iron
Drummond Woodsum

Without a Trace

valueto
thethe
important
contributions
they make
to the
day-to-day
operation of our
s theyWe
make
day-to-day
operation
of our
office
at 7 Oak
office at 7 Oak Hill Plaza in Scarborough and our bi-monthly board meetings held at
monthly
board meetings held at Drummond Woodsum in
Drummond Woodsum in Portland.

4

www.scarboroughlandtrust.org

Inside this Issue
• Welcome to First Spring Edition

• Message from ED Rich Bard
• New Stewardship Coordinator
• Upcoming Walk & Moon Rise!
• Tribute to Mert Henry

Follow us on
Facebook

Visit our website to sign up for
our periodic eNews.

